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Orphans in Uganda to Receive Free ARV Drugs

Uganda’s First Lady, Janet Museveni announced on Friday March 26th that all orphans in Uganda will be able to receive free ARV drugs and treatment through AIDS treatment sites in the Joint Clinical Research Center TREAT network.   The announcement came at the launch of the new Hoima Regional Hospital AIDS Treatment Center.  The American Ambassador, Jimmy Kolker attended the launch at the Hoima Center, which will provide quality AIDS treatment to all people with HIV in Hoima and free Anti-Retroviral drugs (ARV) to all orphans and children who need them.   The U.S. Government is providing free ARV drugs for orphans under President Bush’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR). 

The launch of the Hoima AIDS Treatment Center, with the support of the Ministry of Health and the U. S. Government through the U.S. Agency for International Development, marks the introduction of some of the first free ARV drugs in Uganda under PEPFAR.  The Emergency Plan will provide close to $100 million to Uganda to fight AIDS in Uganda in 2004 and plans to have 24,000 Ugandans on ARV drugs this year through free and cost sharing programs.  

According to the First Lady and Joint Clinical Research Center, all orphans in the country will receive free AIDS drugs and treatment at all sites that are part of the JCRC TREAT network.   The centers currently part of the network include JCRC Mengo, regional hospitals in Fort Portal, Mbarara, Mbale, Kabale, Jinja and Soroti; Kakira Sugar Works, Bombo Military Headquarters; Iganga District Hospital and Nyakibale Hospital.   Five new JCRC TREAT sites will be launched this year.  

The Ministry of Health, with Joint Clinical Research Center’s TREAT program, is building capacity to delivery quality AIDS treatment in 22 sites across the country.  

The opening of the new ART clinic in Hoima represents hope for the hundreds of people living with AIDS in Hoima Region who will now be able to receive low cost treatment nearer to home.   Doctors and counselors at Hoima Regional Hospital are now fully trained to address every aspect of HIV/ADIS including prescribing ARV drugs.

While the ARV drugs are not a cure, taken properly with guidance from the medical professionals at Hoima Regional Hospital, they will allow people with AIDS to live longer, more fruitful and productive lives.   

According to Dr. Peter Mugyenyi, Director of the Joint Clinical Research Center, “The ARV drugs must be taken according to instruction – if used well they will help the individual feel stronger and be able to return to work.  If used poorly, they will not work for the individual, and could also threaten the well being of others who need the drugs.”

For further information on PEPFAR, visit the White House website at: http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2003/01/20030129-1.html 

Or the U.S. Embassy website at: 

http://kampala.usembassy.gov/
For further information on USAID activities in this area, visit http://www.usaid.or.ug/
