​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​
 U.S. EMBASSY PRESS RELEASE
PR21/2004

August 27, 2004

U.S. Promotes Intellectual Property Rights

The U.S. Embassy, in partnership with the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, on August 25 and 26 hosted a workshop for Ugandan stakeholders designed to promote the protection of intellectual property rights (IPR).  Entitled "Fostering Economic Development and Ensuring Public Safety in Uganda Through the Identification, Exploitation and Protection of Intellectual Property Rights," the seminar, held at Speke Resort, Munyonyo attracted over 50 participants representing Ugandan rights holders, multinational businesses, consumer groups, and regulatory agencies.  

Opening the workshop, U.S. Embassy Charge d'Affaires, William Fitzgerald, pledged U.S. support to ongoing Law Reform Commission efforts to upgrade and expand Ugandan IPR legislation and urged the Government of Uganda and Parliament to ratify two internet-related treaties recently negotiated by the World Intellectual Property Organization.   

Members of Parliament, Commercial Court Justices, and senior officials from the Department of Public Prosecutions, Uganda Criminal Investigation Department, Uganda Revenue Authority, the Uganda Registrar's Office, and Uganda National Bureau of Standards actively participated in lively discussions focusing on how to upgrade IPR protections, increase communication between rights holders and regulators, and improve cooperation among enforcement agencies.   

Over the past several years, USAID has funded the travel to the United States of members of the Uganda Law Reform Commission, who were drafting new and upgraded Ugandan intellectual property laws, to consult with American intellectual property experts.  Additionally, USAID financed a number of US experts who traveled to Uganda to consult on the draft IP legislation, conduct workshops for the courts, lawyers, the business community, and the general public.

For more information on the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, visit www.uspto.gov






