​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​
 U.S. EMBASSY PRESS RELEASE
PR14/2004

July 29, 2004

USAID, Members of Parliament Organize National Forum on 
HIV/AIDS 

The Parliamentary Committee on HIV/AIDS together with USAID’s Legislative Strengthening Activity is hosting a two-day National Forum on HIV/AIDS with a focus on Anti-Retroviral Treatments.  

The National Forum, which will take place at the Nile International Conference Center on July 29th and 30th, is intended to enable Members of Parliament and other stakeholders to review the current policy and practice of the provision of Anti-Retroviral Treatments (ARTs).  The forum will also provide a platform for discussion of the sustainability and future prospects for the provision of ARTs in Uganda and it will equip district representatives with accurate information regarding ARTs, which they will disseminate nationally.

The Parliamentary Committee on HIV/AIDS is charged with the responsibility of considering the Ministry of Health’s proposed policy on ARTs.  Currently, many stakeholders agree that there is a lot of conflicting information regarding the Ministry of Health policy of “free drugs for all”.  Parliament is therefore anxious to solicit relevant information from the Ministry of Health and from a cross-section of stakeholders to enable them to effectively and accurately analyze the proposed policy.  In addition, Parliament together with the Ministry of Finance will analyze the funding impact of this policy.

The National Forum brings together stakeholders from Parliament, the Ministry of Health, Uganda AIDS Commission, public and private hospitals, Non-Governmental Organizations and Civil Society Organizations.  Representatives from the 56 districts of Uganda, including district chairpersons and District Directors of Health Services are also expected to attend.  In addition the National Forum will involve the private sector, particularly institutions that have participated in providing ARTs for their employees.

