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U.S. Grant to JCRC Will Boost ARV Treatment Capacity

 
The Governments of the United States and Uganda, along with the Joint Clinical Research Center (JCRC), today launched a three-year program to build capacity among local organizations to provide anti-retroviral (ARV) therapy throughout Uganda.

In a launching ceremony today at JCRC, Mr. Mohammed Kezaala, Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Health, Ms. Connie Newman, Assistant Administrator for Africa of the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), and JCRC Director Dr. Peter Mugyenyi, signed the $6.2 million (12.2 billion Shillings) agreement. Under the "Timetable for Regional Scale up of AR Therapy" (TREATMENT) program, JCRC will launch ARV services in more than 20 public, private, and faith-based sites across Uganda.

It is estimated that nearly 200,000 of the approximately 1.1 million people infected with HIV in Uganda need life-extending ARV therapy. Only a few sites are currently able to provide comprehensive ARV services. Under this program, 22 sites will be prepared to reach over 60,000 people in the next three years and will focus on ensuring that all regions of Uganda are equipped to deliver a quality package of services to clients. The TREATMENT program, the first of its kind in Africa, will ensure high-quality laboratory services, counseling services, an adequate supply of drugs provided at cost, and strong links to community organizations to ensure that clients adhere to the treatment regimen.

Ms. Newman stated that "Uganda is at the forefront of global efforts in establishing a network of centers able to provide quality ARV services. The Government of the United States is thrilled to be a partner in this program with the Government of Uganda and JCRC."

The support that USAID is providing to JCRC is part of President Bush's $15 billion Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief, which aims to treat two million people, prevent seven million infections, and provide care to 10 million people affected by HIV/AIDS. Uganda is one of the 14 countries slated to receive a significant increase of resources for fighting and treating HIV/AIDS. "People must also be certain to take drugs properly, continue to practice safe sex, and commit to sticking with the treatment," said Dr. Mugyenyi. "The drugs are not a cure, but, along with good nutrition, infection control, and care, people with AIDS can live longer, healthier, and productive lives."

JCRC is the largest provider of ARVs in Africa-cumulatively having treated over 10,000 people with life-extending drugs-and is recognized internationally as a center of excellence for HIV research, training, advocacy, and service delivery.

Since 1988, USAID has provided over $130 million to Uganda to fight HIV/AIDS and over $27 million in 2003 alone.. 
 
 
 

