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U.S. Donates $1 Million of Security Equipment to Entebbe Airport


Entebbe International Airport will soon offer improved aviation security through equipment provided by the United States under the "Safe Skies for Africa Initiative."  Chargé d’Affaires of the U.S. Embassy Bill Fitzgerald and Managing Director of the Civil Aviation Authority Ambrose Akandonda today signed an agreement providing approximately US$1 million worth of security equipment for use at the airport.  


“We look forward to continue working with the Civil Aviation Authority to ensure aviation security in Uganda.  The Safe Skies for Africa program provides a great avenue through which to improve the safety and security equipment and practices in place,” Fitzgerald said at the signing ceremony.

Under the agreement signed today, the U.S. government will provide explosive trace detectors, passenger and baggage x-ray machines, and metal detectors.  The equipment comes as part of an on-going collaboration between the governments of the United States of America and Uganda under the Safe Skies for Africa program.


Previous cooperation under the Safe Skies for Africa initiative has included air transportation safety and security training programs for CAA officials and technicians in the U.S., consultations between CAA and U.S. Transportation Security Administration officials, and a grant by the U.S. Trade and Development Agency signed in April to fund a feasibility study on the expansion of Entebbe International Airport, including the domestic, international and cargo terminals.

"Safe Skies for Africa" was launched in 1998 as a Presidential initiative and is intended to help foster the growth of aviation services between Africa and the United States. The initiative recognizes that safe skies are a prerequisite for increased trade and investment and for the long-term economic development in Africa.

For more information on the Safe Skies for Africa initiative, visit:  http://www.faa.gov/asd/international/safeskies.htm 






