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U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Walter Kansteiner Visits Uganda

 
Walter H. Kansteiner III, U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs, visited Uganda on March 4-5, 2003.  He met President Museveni and discussed with him bilateral relations and regional security issues.  This was Kansteiner's first visit to Uganda, and was undertaken in conjunction with his travel to Nairobi and Dar-es-Salaam to open the new U.S. Embassies in those capitals. 

 
While in Uganda, Kansteiner also met with Ugandan, American, and international representatives of the financial services sector, and toured a manufacturing plant which is benefiting from access to American markets under the African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA).  Following his meetings, he noted that "Uganda demonstrates the potential of economic reform and poverty reduction; my visit gives me real hope that peace in northern Uganda and opening the political system will be the next chapters in Uganda's success story." 

 
Walter Kansteiner was sworn in as Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs on Monday, June 4, 2001.  Prior to joining the Department of State, Mr. Kansteiner was a founding principal of the Scowcroft Group.  He has more than 20 years experience with African affairs and emerging market business issues, and has advised corporations on a wide range of mergers, acquisitions, and privatizations throughout Africa.  Sectors in which he has been involved include telecommunications, forestry, financial services, healthcare, and aviation services. 

 
In addition to his business experience in emerging markets, Mr. Kansteiner previously served in the U.S. Government as Director of African Affairs on the National Security Council staff.  He also served as the Africa specialist on the Secretary of State's Policy Planning staff, and with the Department of Defense as a member of the strategic minerals task force. 

 
 
 

