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Ambassador Launches Food Security Program in Nakasongola

U.S. Ambassador to Uganda Jimmy Kolker on May 5 officially launched a new $15 million program to dramatically improve the food security of families in Nakasongola.  The five-year initiative is funded by USAID and will be implemented by Save the Children.  This U.S. commitment will further assist Uganda in reducing mass poverty and enhancing food security for the nation’s most vulnerable populations.  

This program’s activities will focus on food security, health promotion for mothers and children, and HIV/AIDS services.   Food security in the region will be improved through on-farm demonstrations, the establishment of marketing groups, the rehabilitation of rural feeder roads, and livelihood training.  Mother and child health promotion will include prevention and care of malaria and diarrheal diseases, immunizations, and the feeding of malnourished children.  Finally, HIV/AIDS activities will include nutritional support to affected households and voluntary counseling and testing.

Results expected from this program include a reduction in stunting among children under five years of age, an increase in household food production, and an improvement in year-round food availability. 

For further information on USAID activities in this area, visit http://www.usaid.or.ug/
For further information on Save the Children, visit http://www.savethechildren.org/
For further information on U.S. programs to combat HIV/AIDS, the White House website at: http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2003/01/20030129-1.html, or the U.S. Embassy website at: http://kampala.usembassy.gov/
