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US to Bolster Political Pluralism

The United States is committed to the promotion of political pluralism in Uganda, and will reinforce that commitment through a new two-year non-partisan initiative aimed at strengthening policy advocacy skills among political parties, political organizations, and civil society.  The U.S Ambassador to Uganda, Jimmy Kolker, announced the new initiative during a May 6 reception for program organizers and Ugandan political leaders.  

The International Republican Institute (IRI) will implement the program on behalf of USAID, and will work with partners drawn from the Movement, opposition political organizations, and civil society to develop leadership skills, public relations strategies and management capacity.  

These activities will be pursued through constructive interaction between and among the participating partners to encourage civic and political groups to recognize shared goals and values.  These partners will then formulate action plans based on the skills developed during the program.   
Constructive issue-focused dialogues will also be featured as part of this initiative.  These dialogues will bring together members of political and civic organizations, key actors in government, as well as civil society and members of the public, and will provide an opportunity for useful public interaction between these groups. 

For further information on USAID activities in this area, visit http://www.usaid.or.ug/
For further information on the International Republican Institute, visit http://www.iri.org/
For further information on U.S. politics and the 2004 elections, visit http://usinfo.state.gov/dhr/democracy/elections.html
