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          May 16, 2003
Senior USAID Official Meets with Community, Religious, and Government Officials in Gulu
Keith Brown, the Senior Deputy Assistant Administrator for Africa at the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), visited Gulu on Saturday, May 17, 2003.    Brown met with community and religious leaders who have a role in USAID's "Community Resilience and Dialogue" program for the conflict-affected regions of northern and western Uganda, a $15 million initiative that was launched last October. 

Mr. Brown was in Uganda this week as head of the U.S. Government delegation to the Consultative Group meetings.  While in Uganda, he has taken the opportunity to see the current humanitarian crisis on the ground in Gulu, where he visited an Internally Displaced Persons (IDP) camp.  

While in Gulu town, Mr. Brown met with members of the Presidential Peace Team at a lunch at the Archbishop's residence at St. Joseph's Cathedral.  He also met with the newly formed umbrella organization for the northern Uganda peace process, Uduru Kuc (Call for Peace), including its Chairman, Archbishop John Baptist Odama; other religious and cultural leaders; and the Gulu district Reconciliation and Peace Team headed by LC5 Chairman LTC Walter Ochora.   He spoke with the Chairman of the Amnesty Commission, Justice Peter K.K. Onega, and Commissioner for Gulu Mrs. Mary Oker, and visited the GUSCO reception center for formerly abducted children.   In addition, Mr. Brown discussed the LRA conflict with the new UPDF 4th Division Commander, Col. Nathan Mugisha.  

The U.S. government joins the rest of the international community in Uganda in condemning the LRA's brutal attacks on civilians and the abductions of children.  While recognizing the need for military action to provide security, however, the U.S. remains hopeful that a peaceful solution to the conflict in the north can be found.  Mr. Brown's visit comes in the context of U.S. efforts to encourage the Government of Uganda and the LRA to use all efforts to achieve a peaceful solution. 
