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Police Academy, Forensics Lab Will Benefit from U.S. Grant
U.S. Ambassador to Uganda Jimmy Kolker and the Minister of Internal Affairs Ruhakana Rugunda today signed an agreement to provide training and technical assistance to the Uganda Police Force.  The grant for $545,000 (1.09 billion Ugandan Shillings) aims to increase the capacity of the police to conduct successful criminal investigations and prosecutions.  

The Police Academy at Masindi will be aided with  $247,000 (491 million Shillings) to develop modernized, skills-based programs.  The funds will support a needs assessment of the academy by U.S. experts and will provide training courses for Ugandan police instructors.  The money will also enable the procurement and donation of essential instructional tools.

The remaining $298,000 (593 million Shillings) will be used to strengthen the capacity of the Uganda Police Force’s forensic laboratory.  This project will involve the training of forensic laboratory personnel, and the procurement and donation of essential forensic laboratory equipment.

Following the signing ceremony Ambassador Kolker stated that “improving police practices and investigative tools is necessary to fight crime and corruption in Uganda and to ensure that offenders are prosecuted and punished.”

These programs will be carried out over the course of the next year.  Funding for this program was provided by the Bureau of International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs of the U.S. Department of State.

