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U.S. To Host Seminar on Small Arms and Light Weapons in Africa

U.S. Embassy Kampala, in partnership with the African Center for Strategic Studies and the Government of Uganda, will host a seminar October 3-8 encompassing more than 100 civilian security and military officers from across Africa, key leaders from civil society, international experts, and European and American government officials to discuss the challenges small arms and light weapons pose to African peace and security.

Among the goals of the seminar are to: 

· Promote a better appreciation of the threat small arms pose to human security and development and to explore the links between small arms and light weapons and threats to peace and security across the continent.

· Examine the factors—inside and outside of Africa—that fuel and sustain the spread of small arms and light weapons and discover strategies and tools for mitigating those factors by looking at both the supply and demand side of the issue.

· Explore the relationship between small arms and light weapons proliferation and transnational crime and terrorism.

· Develop more effective ways in which African countries can build national capacity by working together and in partnership with international actors. 

· Identify best practices for implementing practical steps on an international, regional, and national level to more effectively counter the impact of small arms and light weapons.  

This seminar underscores the continuing U.S. commitment to stemming the illicit spread of small arms and light weapons into areas of political instability and conflict, building and enhancing local enforcement and legal capacity, improving export controls and customs practices, and to destroying stockpiles of excess weapons.  

For more information about the African Center for Strategic Studies, please visit : http://www.africacenter.org/






