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September 4, 2003                                                                           
USAID and Partners Strengthen Their Collaboration on HIV/AIDS

On September 4, 2003, the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and its partners working in HIV/AIDS in conflict areas in Uganda signed a Statement of Collaboration, agreeing to strengthen their relationship with a view to deepening their collective and individual impact to provide HIV/AIDS information and services to people living in conflict areas in Uganda.

Under the agreement, USAID will coordinate, guide and oversee the collaboration activities, while the partner organizations will be called upon to coordinate technical and financial support interventions to the districts.  In partnership with the districts, the partner organization will develop joint work plans and reports, which focus on HIV/AIDS service delivery, district capacity building, monitoring and evaluation and share reports, schedules and other information related to interventions in the districts.

Since 2001, the US Government has supported the integration of HIV/AIDS programs into conflict prevention and resolution efforts in 16 districts in northern Uganda.  The total US Government funding for HIV/AIDS programs in Uganda has increased from $22 million in 2001 to $37 million in 2003.  In addition to this, President George W. Bush recently announced a new Presidential Initiative for $15 billion to support HIV/AIDS in Africa.  Uganda is expected to be among the countries that will benefit from this support.

The Statement of Collaboration was signed by six of USAID’s implementing HIV/AIDS partners – the AIDS Information Center (AIC), the AIDS/HIV Integrated Model District Program (AIM), Commercial Market Strategies and Population Services International (CMS/PSI), Community Resilience and Dialogue (CRD), The AIDS Support Organization (TASO) and the Uganda Program for Human and Holistic Development (UPHOLD).  It was also signed by the UN Office for Coordinating Human Assistance (OCHA), the World Food Program (WFP) and representatives from 16 conflict affected districts in Uganda.

The Statement of Collaboration was developed following a study by USAID on the constraints to expanding its HIV/AIDS programs and activities in conflict areas in Uganda.  The study recommended that there was a need for USAID and its partners to formally commit to clearer coordination among themselves and to define shared roles and goals that would assist in the effective delivery of HIV/AIDS services and technical assistance.
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